EXPERIMENT  OF  LIBERAL  MONARCHY

JROMANTIGISM

In France the Romantic movement, which had started in
Europe as early as the eighteenth century, assumed at the time
of the Restoration the form of a revolt of the younger generation
both against academic tradition and the rules of bourgeois moral-
ity. It displayed itself in everyday life by eccentricities of costume,
a defiant attitude, and excessive licence of morals; and in litera-
ture by a contempt for classical works, subjects drawn from
antiquity, and the 'noble style', and by an admiration for foreign
literature. Romanticism had as its predominant characteristics
ill-regulated outpourings of personal sentiment, indifference to the
truth, contempt for observation, and a negligent style - charac-
teristics in which it was opposed to the French tradition. It had
as its positive results an efflorescence of lyrical poetry unique in
the whole history of French literature, the infusion of fresh life
into the subject-matter of literature, the enrichment of the French
literary vocabulary, which had become impoverished by the
'noble style', and the raising of the drama to the level of a literary
form.

In painting, Romanticism was a revolt of the 'colourist' school
of Delacroix against the school of Ingres with its tradition of
correct drawing. In music, with the exception of Berlioz, an
isolated Romantic, France was now no more than a musical
dependency, influence over which was disputed between Germany
and Italy. Pianoforte-playing formed part of the education of
young ladies without imparting to them any musical culture, and
the lower classes began to lose the habit of meeting for the purpose
of singing.

5?ARTY   CONFLICTS

The political system which had been established in 1814 on the
English model made the ministers the real depositaries of power
in the Government; it was they who arrived at all practical
decisions, framed the laws and the budget, and appointed, trans-
ferred, or dismissed all the officials. The ministers had not pos-
sessed as much power as this either under the ancien rigim or in
England, and it was thus that the terms 'ministry', 'Government,'
326